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Children’s literature often serves as the springboard for thematic learning 

opportunities in the preschool and kindergarten setting. A recent edition of 

NAEYC’s Young Children (November 2016) highlighted the increasing need for 

early childhood educators and programs to be more culturally responsive and to 

support the development of positive attitudes toward culture and race in young 

children. A key strategy for developing such positive attitudes is using children’s 

literature as a basis for valuable project-based learning experiences that expand 

and develop children’s appreciation for their own and others’ cultures. By offering 

hands-on opportunities to sample other cultures, we invite greater understanding.   

 

In this workshop, participants will experience such activities for themselves and 

engage with others in planning for such learning opportunities in their own 

classrooms. Integrating language and literacy across the curriculum will be the 

focus of the workshop, and participants should be prepared to get a little messy!   

 

 

(Suggested audience:  PreK/K) 

 



Children's books with multicultural settings and 

characters can transport us on a global adventure, 

dispelling negative stereotypes, teaching tolerance and 

respect, encouraging pride in kids' cultural heritage, and 

showcasing universal human emotions and feelings.  

 

When paired with extension activities, quality multicultural 

literature teaches kids about the world beyond our 

communities while sharpening their critical thinking skills. 

 
(Mladic-Morales, 2014, ¶ 1) 





(Corlis, 2014) 



Multicultural children’s books offer children 

views into faraway places that can be similar 

to or very different from their own.  

 

These picture books can be used to enhance 

the early childhood curriculum by offering 

children an introduction to other cultures. 

 

 
(Goodale, 2012, p. 3) 

 





Coconut Nariyal Laddoo 



Center  

Time 



A good book can help to break down [barriers]. Books can make a difference 

in dispelling prejudice and building community… Stories enrich us and 

connect us and help us know each other.     (Rochman, 1993, as cited by Higgins, 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researchers and professionals seem to agree about the need for children's 

literature to better reflect the reality of our pluralistic society. Thus, the books 

we select for our classrooms need to not only reflect the diversity of the 

students in the classroom and school, but the diverse reality of the world in 

which we live…. Authentic multicultural literature in the classroom is also 

necessary in helping students to develop an understanding of diverse 

cultures, the people and their perspectives. 
(Higgins, 2016) 

 

 





(Kepner, 2017) 







Your Turn!  

• What kind of math activities could you do 

based on this story? 

• What kind of science activities? 

• What kind of fine/gross motor activities? 

• What about the dramatic play area? 

• Are there any other books you could add to 

the classroom related to this story? 

 



Center  

Time 



Selecting Multicultural 

Children’s Literature Books 
Two very helpful articles on choosing appropriate 

books for young children that accurately 
represent various cultures are 

 
“How to Choose the Best Multicultural Books” 

(Clegg et al., 2017) 
 

and 

“Guide for Selecting Anti-Bias Books”  
(Derman-Sparks, 2016). 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/how-choose-best-multicultural-books/
http://www.teachingforchange.org/selecting-anti-bias-books
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Folktales and Fairy Tales 

Folktales are extremely popular with children, and numerous reasons exist 

for their use in children’s education.  

 

Folktales can help children appreciate the reality of human diversity and 

increase children’s empathy with people of other cultures.  

 

Through folktales, children can experience the wishes, dreams, and 

problems of people around the world and discover that all people share a 

need for love, hope, and security. 

 

Folk material can also initiate discussions of values, worldview and history. 

 

(Smith & Wiese, 2006, p. 69) 



Folktales and Fairy Tales 

In a diverse society, multicultural literacy has become 

a requirement in the early childhood classroom. 

 

Reading different versions of a well-known fairy tale 

from different areas of the world will be an exciting 

way to bring multicultural literacy into the classroom.  

 

 
(Freeman, 2013, p. 1) 



It’s Your Turn! 

In your groups, brainstorm some 

ideas for center activities across 

the curriculum that you could use 

in YOUR classroom based on 

various versions of  

Cinderella. 
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